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Kilkenny County Council
Creative Ireland
Grant Scheme 2026
Guidance Notes
Closing date: Friday of February 2026 at 4.00pm.
LATE or INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS will not be accepted.

[bookmark: _Hlk97723293][bookmark: _Hlk97723273]Return completed applications to: creativeireland@kilkennycoco.ie

Community & Culture Section, Kilkenny County Council
[bookmark: _Hlk97723386][bookmark: _Hlk152326243]Telephone:  056 -7794338 or Email: creativeireland@kilkennycoco.ie


An independent assessment panel will award funding on a competitive basis; therefore, all applications submitted must be accompanied by comprehensive supporting information. If you do not provide the relevant documentation we will consider your application ineligible. 







Please note that there is no guarantee of funding for projects that nonetheless may have achieved the minimum criteria. The funding available is limited and eligible applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis.  Allocations can range from €1,000 - €5,000 + depending on allocations.Creative Ireland Grant Scheme Information and Guidelines


Qualifying project ideas for example: Circus, Literature, Creative Writing, Music (all genres) Dance (all types), Street Arts and Spectacle Theatre, Traditional Arts, Visual Arts, Cultural, Heritage, Multidisciplinary Arts, Architecture, Podcasting, Murals, Augmented and Virtual Reality, Fashion, Comedy, Design (all kinds), Digital Games, Creative Digital Technology, Animation and Coding. 
Eligibility criteria for applicants:
· To be eligible for funding, the project must be based in the remit of Kilkenny.
· All initiatives and activities funded from this scheme must adhere to the public health guidance with regard to COVID-19, relevant at the time, as laid down by the HSE and the Government.
· The project must take place in the calendar year in which the money is granted and be completed by Friday, the 9th of October 2026.
· Eligible applicants will have fully read, understood, and complied with the online Creative Ireland Kilkenny Open Call 2026. This Information Sheet and application form is provided on the Kilkenny County Council website. Click Link: kilkennycoco.ie/eng/search/?q=creative+ireland
· If artists/ creative professionals are engaged in the project, evidence must be shown in the budget of the proposed budget.  Artists must have applied for the open call, be garda vetted and approved by Kilkenny County Council.
MAKING YOUR APPLICATION - Helpful hints when completing the Grant Application Form/FAQ.

· Applications must be saved as ‘The Title of your project, your Organisations name, Creative Ireland application 2026’
· All supporting material MUST be included in 1 PDF and attached to ONE email. 
· If you do not adhere to the above requirements your application will not be accepted for adjudication 
· Before you start filling in the form, read the guidelines and the form from start to finish.
· Make notes and know what documentation is required.
· If you need to get quotes for venues for exhibitions or performances/materials/printed matter (brochures, flyers, posters) etc., get them now and have them got before you start completing the form. 
· For visual artists, images of completed work, previous exhibition brochures, etc., should form part of the application. 
· When asked for descriptions/purpose etc and the form says Max 500 words please do not exceed this wordcount. 
· If you or your organisation has had previous exhibitions/performances, include a sample of historic publicity material with your application i.e. brochures/flyers or newspaper articles for example. How will the decision on funding be made?



The assessment panel will base their decisions on how the content of the application form and the accompanying documentation meets the criteria, so make sure that all questions are answered and that you have all necessary documentation attached when submitting the application. Funding is limited and eligible applications will be evaluated on a competitive basis. Bear in mind that the assessment panel doesn’t know you or your past work so if you have three or four lines on the form to complete on a particular question, make it matter.

Last, but not least, sometimes, when completing forms, a person can get tunnel vision and could miss an important question or forget to attach the right documentation to the application. Get a friend to have a quick look over the form to make sure that it is clear, concise and meets the criteria.If I am successful, how do I draw down the funding?


Successful applicants will receive a Letter of Offer along with an acceptance slip.  This will form the contract between Kilkenny County Council and the organiser/lead applicant and will detail all conditions and requirements which will include all health and safety requirements by you if appropriate, guidance on GDPR imagery that identifies a person in your images and correct consent forms returned.  Full details of all conditions will be emailed to successful applicants.

A list of successful applicants will all be published by Kilkenny County Council and subsequently on Creative Ireland website and social media pages. 

In order to receive payment, the successful applicant must provide the following:
· A completed Kilkenny County Council “supplier set up form” with tax registration certification and copy of your bank statement header.
· Evidence that project/initiative/event has taken place (e.g. photographic evidence, MAX 5, high quality jpeg images must be supplied, copies of press features and evidence that on ALL publicity material about your project acknowledge Creative Ireland and Kilkenny County Council with the Logos clearly visible, appear and are acknowledged on all print materials, interviews, films produced and social media postings – (Logos will be supplied to you if successful). 
· Receipts for ALL PAYMENTS. 
· Payment will be made by Electronic Fund Transfer (EFT) only. 
· Failure to return the Part B report and related receipts will forfeit the grant. 
· If successful candidates are required to provide a progress report/ Part B form to the Kilkenny Creative Ireland team on/ prior to 9/10/2026.IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

· If applicants intend to work with children and young people, evidence will be requested if successful of having an up-to-date child protection policy or the child protection policy of your partner organisation.
· Evidence will be requested if applicant is successful for up-to-date Garda Vetting if applicants intend to work with children, young and or vulnerable people, for all adults or persons who you propose to facilitate the workshops.
· Evidence will be requested if applicant is successful for groups/organisations/self- employed individuals/ artists to be Tax compliant, having appropriate Insurances in place and meeting all Health and Safety requirements. 
· It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all permissions, approvals, licences or consents needed for your project are secured.
· Kilkenny County Council and Creative Ireland logos should appear on all printed material and be acknowledged on event websites and social media.
· Recipients of the Kilkenny Creative Ireland grant scheme must retain and produce relevant receipts of grant monies for the grant to be drawn down.GDPR Guidelines

GDPR personal data basically means any information about a living person (regardless of age), where that person either is identified or could be identified. It doesn’t have to be in written form, it can also be information about what a data subject looks like, for example an image or photo. 
According to Article 7, the data controller should be able to demonstrate that consent has been given when processing personal data. So, if a living person can be either identified or could be identified, the controller (the Local Authority in this case) should be able to demonstrate that the data subject has consented to the processing of his or her personal data and provide us with same. And it has been flagged with us that once an image, that contains identifiable persons, is uploaded by a Local Authority to the Portal, we then become a joint controller of the data. 
Both local and national Government must adhere to the same set of rules and comply with all data protection principles under GDPR. 
Where you are unable to provide us with this consent for an image you are uploading to the portal, then don’t use the image, use an alternative. 



Event Facilitators:
A consent form is required for all identifiable data subjects (persons) regardless of age. An event facilitator’s consent does not satisfy us that consent has been received from the data subject. 
If the facilitator is stating that they have received consent from the data subject, then they should be able to demonstrate that the data subject has consented to the processing of his or her personal data. 
Stock Imagery 
Stock imagery is fine to use but if we haven’t been informed that the image(s) have been provided from a free sharing image site we will have to return them as we have no way of ascertaining this. A note uploaded to the ‘consent form’ field or you could put it in the ‘other information’ field, would cut down on the need to return them. You are free to update the image of the event at any stage.
Crowd Shots 
Getting consent to take and publish photographs or video of large groups of people can be challenging, for example what do you do if one or two individuals in the group do not give their consent?
When it comes to crowd shots, common sense must prevail. We do not want data protection becoming an obstacle to capturing and celebrating significant public events. Publicise that it’s a public event and that photography or videography may be taken. 
For example, where photos are being taken at an event that will appear online and a very large number of data subjects collectively appear in the background of these various photos then it’s reasonable that the Local Authority should be able to publish such photographs or video for these purposes, relying on the legitimate interests legal basis – in other words without having to obtain consent in respect of each person whose image may have been distantly captured in the photo. 
If an image has been taken of a crowd at a public event that’s generally acceptable. But if such a photo captured one or two identifiable subjects who were clearly identifiable then consent of the subjects would be a more appropriate basis to publish the image. In other words, taking a photo in public is generally fine; it’s what you do with that photo that can potentially become a data protection issue.
Consent form 
You have to be fair to the data subject. The consent form that is used by you should state and let the individual know where and how their data may be used. You do not have to create a second form specifically for the Creative Ireland Programme. You can use your own form, absolutely no problem, but on that form, you need to state where the image may be used. Firstly, by your Local Authority, and secondly that it may be shared and used by the Creative Ireland Programme or the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media or alternatively by the Government of Ireland. 
Imagery
The preference is always to upload an image that is closely associated with the event and not the facilitator. For example, when it comes to, show an image of kids’ reading a book as opposed to who will be reading the book to them. Visually it’s much better and is more appropriate for the audience. 


	Creative Ireland Guidance Document

	Please note * indicates compulsory field

	Title of Initiative *

	The name of your project should be short and snappy. For advertising samples please look on the Creative Ireland website

	Genre: *
	Archaeology, architecture/architectural heritage, biodiversity/natural heritage, community/social, crafts/artisan/gastronomy, creative/ cultural development, design, science, technology, engineering or maths, dance, theatre, drama, comedy,  arts, painting, photographs, sculpture,  music, animation, cartoon, folklore/ archives, history, literature and poetry, music/spoken word, promoting the irish language, storytelling/oral heritage, street art, spectacle and or circus, tangible/intangible heritage,

	Type of Initiative *

	Programme of events, workshops, commission, commemoration, concert, conference, conservation, cultural project, data collection and recording, research, digitisation/Archival, Exhibition, strategic policy development, talks storytelling, training skills, workshops.
talk, exhibition, 

	Target Audience: *
	Artists, Creatives, Children, Young Adults, Targeted Groups, Older Audiences, General Public etc N.B. Please indicate age categories. (eg. 0-4, 5-8, 9-12, 13-18 or 18+, specific target group)

	Estimated audience figures*

	Projects should demonstrate value for money

	Without this project, would you describe the locale(s) where the project is proposed as having week/moderate/excellent access to culture and creativity*
	Projects should actively target marginalised, seldom heard communities and minority groups

	Description (Max 500 words) *
	Please give a brief description of the project, addressing each of the following:
An outline of your project/initiative. Please give details on the proposed programme or event.



	Cross cutting priorities
Refer to relevant plans and strategies priorities in the appendix provided: *
	Please indicated the cross departmental strategic priorities, policies/agendas being addressed with this proposed programme.
 
Demonstrate how your project promotes active participation in creativity and culture across all ages, communities and abilities throughout Kilkenny. Please see our Kilkenny Culture and Creativity 2023-2027 Strategy. Demonstrate how it addresses the 5 Priorities and Key Principles outlined in Kilkenny’s Culture and Creativity Strategy 2023-2027 programme. 


· Vibrant Communities
· Local Economic Development

· Climate Action

· Town Centre first


For example, how your project:
· Engages Rural Communities.
· Targets groups and minorities.
· Develops economies, sustainability, connectivity.
· Highlights culture, heritage, and identifying opportunities. 
· Actively engages communities or develops skills and talents. 
· Collaborates with communities to develop and promote opportunities for creativity
· Promotes health, wellbeing, social cohesion, heritage and biodiversity.

	Please indicate that the project can deliver on and improve the local authorities’ capacity to integrate culture and creativity across place-making, regeneration and or renewal. *
	Kilkenny Countryside Park: A new mural was part of an overall project which transformed an old landfill site into a vibrant community space, promoting health, wellbeing, heritage, biodiversity, and creative climate action. 
It provides an accessible space which enhances the quality of life in rural Kilkenny, and represents a model for sustainable development and community engagement in rural settings.

Outputs:
· Creation of green spaces for physical activities and relaxation.
· Preservation and celebration of local heritage through educational programs and events.
· Integration of historical elements into the site design.
· Establishment of habitats to support local wildlife.
· Community engagement in understanding and addressing climate change.
· Implementation of sustainable practices and educational workshops.
Outcomes:
· Improved mental health through access to nature and community activities.
· Restoration of native flora and fauna.


	Describe the anticipated impacts/outcomes of the event for your community and audience: *
	For example: 
· Increases participation of older generations, diverse groups, intercultural projects from both rural and urban areas.
· Increases engagement in traditional arts and cultural activities and include for example heritage, biodiversity, climate action for example.
· Demonstrates climate friendly approaches and sustainable projects.
· Increases access 


	4. Project Team* Please fill in all indicated sections.


	Who is Facilitating? *
	Please also indicate the number of artists, musicians, writers etc

	Who will be involved in organising the project/event? *
	Team members, colleagues, internal partners/organisations

	Please provide details of your experience in delivering projects of this nature. *
	(please attach relevant documents)

	If you intend on collaborating, please include details of partner organisations. *
	Bullet point. or external partners/organisations

	* You must submit an image to enable the assessing panel envisage your proposal please ensure this image complies with GDPR legislation.  Guidance document available within the guidelines provided. 
Image should be provided as an attached image and not within the document. 
 128 MB limit. Allowed types: jpg gif jpeg png. N.B. Consent form must be provided.  Not typed.  Hand signed scanned only:  Word, docx pdf.
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Relevant Plans/Strategies priorities
Appendix:
· Cultural Kilkenny Cultural Strategy Arts, Heritage and Libraries
· Local, Regional and National Departmental Plans (Irish Language plan)
· Kilkenny Biodiversity Plan
· Kilkenny Age Friendly Strategy Plan (Shared Service Function of Local Government
· CYPSC Children and Young People’s plan
· Kilkenny Climate Action Plan
· The Kilkenny County Council Corporate Plan
· The Kilkenny County Development Plan 
· Kilkenny Local Economic and Community Plan
· Kilkenny County Councils Tourism Statement of Strategy 
· Healthy Ireland Community Plan 
· Kilkenny County Councils Tourism Statement of Strategy 
· Kilkenny City Night Time Economy Action Plan
· Kilkenny Heritage Plan
· Integration Strategy
· RRD
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